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To provide busy parents with practical ways to promote their children’s reading, writing, and language 
skills. 

 

Background knowledge builds comprehension! 
 
“I saw a shark just like that at the 

aquarium.” “I camped out under the 

stars once.” “I always want to win 

big prizes at carnivals, too.”  

 

When your child connects what he 

already knows to something he’s 

reading, his comprehension can 

soar. Try these ideas to activate 

his background knowledge.  

 

 

Brainstorm word associations  

 

Before your child starts reading a 

book, ask him to scan the cover for 

an interesting word or picture—and 

use it to trigger associations with 

words he knows. For Treasury of 

Greek Mythology (Donna Jo 

Napoli), he might target mythology 

and come up with a string of words 

like stories, legends, heroes, and 

old. This kind of brainstorming 

gives him a general idea of what to 

expect from the book.  

 

Visualize the setting  

 

Having an image in his head 

increases your child’s 

understanding. As he reads, he 

could jot down places mentioned in 

the text (examples: castle, island). 

Every time he adds a setting to the 

list, he can ask himself: Does this 

place remind me of any place I have 



visited or that I’ve seen in a TV 

show or movie?  

 

Think about other books  

 

When your youngster starts a new 

book, encourage him to look back on 

similar books he has read. For 

example, if he’s reading historical 

fiction, he might relate it to a 

textbook chapter he read about 

the same time period. Before 

reading the second book in a series, 

he can skim through the first 

installment to recall details about 

the characters’ personalities and 

the plot. 

 

 

Never too old for 

read-alouds  

Q. Now that my daughter can read 

by herself, should we still read 

aloud?  

 

A. Reading aloud—at any age—is 

great for parent-child bonding and 

for boosting your child’s reading 

and listening skills. Let her choose 

books she might not read on her 

own, perhaps ones with more 

complex stories or longer chapters. 

Mix things up by having her read a 

page or section to you, too. Or 

choose characters for you each to 

“play,” and read their lines in 

different voices. Another way to 

liven up read-alouds for this age is 

to read in various places and at 

different times. Reading before 

bed is great, but you could also 

read to her in the kitchen over 

snacks, on the front steps on an 

unexpectedly warm day, or while 

waiting for a relative at the bus 

station. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Just-right words 

Encourage your child to stretch her vocabulary by going on a “word quest.” 

She’ll see how papers and other written assignments can be more interesting 

when she uses a variety of words.  

1. Ask your child to write three sentences and underline at least one word in 

each. Examples: “The ugly monster roared.” “The little rabbit ate.” “The 

leaves blew in the dark forest.”  

2. How many synonyms can she list for each underlined word? Perhaps the 

rabbit nibbled and the leaves rustled. (Hint: If she’s stuck, suggest that she 

use a thesaurus.)  

3. Now she can try the new words in her sentences. Which ones sound best? 

 

 

 

 


